
Incident Description

On the afternoon of February 19 2012 an operator discovered

a sulfur spill to secondary containment out of the 3rd seal of the

SRU 1 Train condenser The operator immediately notified the

Head Operator and Shift Team Leader The operating crew

then proceeded to unplug the 2” drain line to the sulfur pit and
Maintenance completed the clean up the following day

The spill was estimated at six barrels

IMPACT ERM
Loss 31765

Investigation 19063

Location Richmond Refinery

Cracking Division

SRU 1 Train
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Environmental

Sulfur Spill at SRU 1

Sulfur leak to grade

Sulfur overflowing from Look Box

Contact Information

Megan Bleckinger

510 242 2288

mgzichevron com

Tenets of Operations

Violated

Tenet 1 –Operate

within design and

environmental limits

Date 01 MAR 2012

Investigation Findings

1 The basket inside the look box was fine earlier in shift

2 The 2” drain line was blocked with sulcrete a sulfur coke like

material

3 There was no routine duty to inspect the drain line under the

basket to determine that it was clear

Recommendations

1 Clear the 2 and 3 SRU train condenser drain lines to

prevent a similar incident

2 Add a Routine Duty to the IntelaTrac handhelds to clear the

3rd seal 2 drain line on all three trains

3 Investigate the origin of the sulcrete found in SRU 1

What Worked Well

1 Operations responded quickly to address the abnormal

conditions by unplugging the drain line thus minimizingthe

spill
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